MEDITERRANEAN   CIVILIZATION   AFTER   THE   INVASIONS
•
of Alaric (507), which affected the Romans, it is an example of
almost purely Roman law. The Roman taxes were still collected,
and the monetary system was also Roman.
The king's functionaries were salaried. As for the Church, it was
subject to the king, who ratified the election of the bishops. With
few exceptions, there was no real persecution of the Catholics.
As time went on, the Romanization became more marked. Leovi-
gild (568-586) suppressed the vestiges of special jurisdiction for the
Goths, authorized marriage between the two races, and introduced
the Roman laws of the family among the Visigoths.
At first the royal insignia were Germanic, but these were later
replaced by Roman insignia.1 The king's authority was a public
function, and not a mere personal tyranny. The old military
character of the Barbarians was disappearing. The Visigoths
had so diminished in number that in 681 Ervigus compelled
landowners to enrol in the army one-tenth of their armed
slaves.
Under Reccared (586-608) the amalgamation of the two judicial
systems was complete. This is proved by the Liber judiciorum
promulgated by Reccesvinth in 634. It is Roman and ecclesiastical
in spirit, for after the conversion of Reccared the Church played
an enormously important part. The eighteen Councils which
assembled between 598 and 701 were convoked by the king. To
these Councils he summoned lay members of his court, who sat
side by side with the bishops. The Councils were consulted on
civil as well as ecclesiastical affairs.2
The Church, whose dignitaries the king continued to
appoint, was thoroughly royalist, even in respect of the Arian
kings.
When Athanagild revolted against Leovigild the Church
remained loyal to the latter. It claimed the right to elect the kings
1 lot, La fin du monde antique et le d$ut du Moyen Age, in the collection
l'evolution de I'HUMANirf, Paris, 1927, p. 329: Reccesvinth, about 630,
adopted Byzantine dress.
* lot, op. cit., p. 329.
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